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deed, a sort of humorous account of a dog that bit
a hog in the streets ; the hog bit a farmer, and the
farmer bit a cow; and, what was very extraordi-
nary, each conveyed his peculiar quality to the
other: for the hog barked like a dog, the farmer
granted like a hog, and the cow did the best to talk
like the farmer. Now, he thought, there must
have been-something like this disposition in inani-
mate things also, by the conduct of the honorable
gentleman looking so carefully after property ; for,
unless an instance had occurred of furniture's behav-
ing in a disorderly manner, or a dumb waiter's
barking in consequence of the hydrophobia, he con-
ceived such a phrase could not have been introduced,
The next part he had to notice was a clause, the
blank of which he hoped would never be filled, that
very solemnly stated, " For and in respect of every
such dog, and for and in respect of every such bitch/'
a sum hereafter to be fixed was to be paid., and a
register of such payments fixed on the church-door
where the parties reside. So that if the bill passed,
they ought to pass another to enlarge all the church
and chapel doors throughout the kingdom, for what
with one tax and another, no modern church or
chapel door was capable of containing a register of
them all.

There was another clause, which was to enact,
that whenever a person did not pay the duty, no
action should apply against any person or persons,
for destroying, or converting such dog or dogs,
bitch or bitches, to their own use, as were not paid
for. Now, if this clause was absolutely to remain,
and any person did destroy or convert, as the phrase
is, another person's dog, lie would most probably
assume, that it was not paid for; or otherwise, by
what means could it commonly be proved ? So far
the bill was repugnant to the principles of huma-
nity ; for it was nothing less than a death-warrant
against that valuable race of animals. --Besides,
he wanted to know what principle the bill proceeded